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MASQUE SOUND SOARS ACROSS THE COUNTRY TO CELEBRATE BROADWAY’S
GOLDEN ERA WITH TOURING PRODUCTION OF GUYS AND DOLLS
Custom Audio Equipment Package Provides Road-Ready Durability and Flexibility
Without Compromising Quality
NEW YORK, FEBRUARY 9, 2015 — As the hit musical Guys and Dolls toe-taps its way across the United
States on its 49-city tour, Sound Designer Ed Chapman collaborated with Masque Sound, a leading
theatrical sound reinforcement, installation and design company, on a custom audio equipment package
to help audiences across the country celebrate Broadway’s golden era for this timeless classic.
Bustling with gamblers, gangsters and sassy showgirls, Guys and Dolls features one of the greatest
scores ever written for a musical by the legendary Frank Loesser, masterfully witty book and lyrics by Joe
Swerling and comedy legend Abe Burrows, and the glorious Damon Runyon’s comic book world of 1940s
Times Square New York City. Considered by many to be the perfect musical comedy, Guys and Dolls
introduces audiences to a cast of characters who have become legends in the musical theatre world.
“The tour consists of one-night performances in each city, so one of my main goals was to design a
system that would be able to be unpacked, set up, taken down and loaded into the truck quickly, easily
and efficiently,” says Chapman. “Putting together a flexible system allows the road crew to concentrate
on each venue and provide the audience with the best listening experience possible. Masque Sound was
instrumental in providing a package that accommodated our needs.”
In consultation with Masque Sound, Chapman chose to use a Yamaha CL5 digital mixing console for the
production. The CL5 was the ideal choice for this tour, as it is a small, networked console that
significantly reduces the amount of cable required, yet still provides a 72-channel format.
In addition to the tour’s grueling schedule, another one of Chapman’s obstacles was dealing with a
range of different sized venues. “The big challenge in designing a great sound system is that in addition
to doing one-nighters, the size of the venues change quite drastically,” says Chapman. “The venues on
the tour are averaging about 1,200 seats, but some are much smaller and others are as large as 3,000
seats. Accommodating this range can be very tricky, especially when taking into consideration that our
space on the truck remains the same throughout the tour.”
For the tour, Masque Sound provided a Meyer Sound speaker package, including Meyer Sound Mica
array loudspeakers placed in custom towers, a M’elodie center cluster and M1Ds for front fills. “I chose
the Mica towers, because they are a very high-quality speaker,” adds Chapman. “We use them in a
left/right configuration, but they can be broken down and used in three or four configurations
depending on the venue, and that is key. This provides incredible sound to the various sized venues and
was worth losing some space on the truck to give the audience what they deserve to hear.”
Masque Sound also provided a selection of microphones, including DPA d:screet™ 4061 Miniature
Microphones for the actors, as well as Sennheiser MKE 1s and 2s. Chapman used a selection of Shure
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and AKG microphones for the nine-piece orchestra. Masque Sound also supplied its expert RF frequency
coordination for the tour, including 32 channels of Sennheiser wireless.
“What makes this tour unique are the logistics,” concludes Chapman. “Masque Sound made my job
incredibly easy, and they were fantastic to work with once again; Gary Stocker and the rest of the crew
at Masque Sound were great. My team and I did not have to sacrifice anything. My production engineer,
Jeremy Aleksa, mix engineer, Harry Platt, and A2, Renee Levine, also did a great job in bringing it all
together.”
Guys and Dolls originally conquered Broadway in 1951, running for 1200 performances and winning five
Tony® Awards including Best New Musical. It was subsequently made into the beloved film starring
Marlon Brando and Frank Sinatra.
Guys and Dolls is a presentation of Big League Productions, Inc (www.bigleague.org). The tour, which
kicked off on December 26, 2014 in Naples, Florida is currently scheduled to wrap up on May 22, 2015 in
New London, Connecticut. The tour will make stops in 49 cities including El Paso, Santa Barbara,
Phoenix,
Reno, Portland
and
Spokane.
For more
information,
please
visit
www.guysanddollsontour.com.
About Masque Sound
Founded in 1936 by a trio of Broadway stagehands, Masque Sound evolved into one of NYC’s most
successful theatrical sound reinforcement, installation and design companies specializing in theatrical,
house of worship, sporting, corporate, TV broadcast and live concert events. Celebrating more than 75
years in the industry, the company is led by President Stephanie Hansen and the firm’s third generation
owner, Geoff Shearing. The company also operates Florida-based Professional Wireless Systems, a
leader in the development and implementation of wireless technology. Credits range from major
Broadway shows and tours including “Phantom of the Opera,” “Mamma Mia!,” “Lion King,” “Jersey
Boys,” “Memphis,” “The Book of Mormon,” “Newsies,” “Once” and “Kinky Boots” to yearly Super Bowl
broadcasts and installations of varying sizes, including New York’s New Victory Theater and historic St.
Bartholomew’s Church. Masque Sound’s 70,000 sq. ft. corporate headquarters and main assembly
facility is located at 21 East Union Ave., East Rutherford, NJ, 20 minutes from midtown Manhattan. For
more information, call (201) 939-8666 or visit www.MasqueSound.com.
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