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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  

MASQUE SOUND’S MATTHEW PESKIE WINS 2017 CRAFTSMANSHIP AWARD 
FROM METROPOLITAN BALTIMORE’S BUILDING CONGRESS & EXCHANGE  

160-Year Old Building Renovation Transforms Baltimore Center Stage  
Into Modern, State-of-the-Art Performance Venue 

 
EAST RUTHERFORD, NJ, SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 – Masque Sound, a leading theatrical sound 
reinforcement, installation and design company, is pleased to announce that Matthew Peskie, 
installations department manager, has won the 2017 Craftsmanship Award from the Building Congress 
& Exchange of Metropolitan Baltimore for his work on the Baltimore Center Stage building renovation 
project.  
 
“It is an honor to receive this prestigious award from such a highly respected organization,” says Peskie. 
“The Baltimore Center Stage renovation could not have been accomplished without the hard work of my 
amazing team at Masque Sound and the incredible contractors and vendors that were involved in the 
project. I am extremely grateful to the Building Congress & Exchange for this wonderful recognition and 
am very proud of the final result. The building looks and sounds fantastic.”  
 
The primary goal of the 160-year old building renovation was to upgrade the building’s Pearlstone 
Theater and provide a major overhaul of its Head Theater. The focal point of the renovation was the 
installation of a new audio-visual system that would allow Baltimore Center Stage to bring their 
performances into the 21st Century and to completely transform the theater, lobbies and lounges based 
on whatever show the company is set to perform.  
 
Peskie and his team at Masque Sound were responsible for installing and implementing the new audio-
visual components initially designed by the theater consultant, CharcoalBlue. This included the 
installation of over 296,000 feet or 56 miles of wire, 118 speakers, 146 custom powder-coated AV panels 
and seven AV racks. The new AV equipment for the Head Theater needed to be tied into the existing 
Pearlstone Theater’s infrastructure. Tying two different theaters to one another is a challenge in and of 
itself. Making things even more difficult, a portion of the Pearlstone Theater’s AV system was mistakenly 
removed as part of the demolition. Peskie not only integrated the two venues but was also able to repair 
and update parts of the AV system within the Pearlstone Theater. 
 
For more than 79 years, Baltimore’s Building Congress & Exchange has honored and 
recognized individuals within the construction industry for their exemplary skill and outstanding 
workmanship. Each nominated project is judged based on overall craftsmanship, including the quality of 
work, complexity of both technical and design challenges, and the level of difficulty with site conditions, 
constraints and time frame. 
 
About Masque Sound 
Founded in 1936 by a trio of Broadway stagehands, Masque Sound evolved into one of NYC’s most 
successful theatrical sound reinforcement, installation and design companies specializing in theatrical, 
house of worship, sporting, corporate, TV broadcast and live concert events. Celebrating more than 75 
years in the industry, the company is led by President Geoff Shearing. The company also operates 
Florida-based Professional Wireless Systems, a leader in the development and implementation of 
wireless technology. Credits range from major Broadway shows and tours including Phantom of the 
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Opera, MAMMA MIA!, Lion King, Jersey Boys, The Book of Mormon, Once, Kinky Boots, Aladdin and Fun 
Home to yearly Super Bowl broadcasts and installations of varying sizes, including Western Connecticut 
State University, the Jim Wise Theatre at the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT) and the historic 
St. Patrick's Cathedral. Masque Sound’s 70,000-sq.-ft. corporate headquarters and main assembly 
facility is located at 21 East Union Ave., East Rutherford, NJ, 20 minutes from midtown Manhattan. For 
more information, call (201) 939-8666 or visit www.MasqueSound.com. 
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